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The personal touch. 
Fresh fruit is re-stocked every day.

New communities coming to Britain in the twentieth century wanted products that 
reminded them of home. Many people missed their traditional foods and a niche  
in the market for other goods such as clothes and religious items was filled by these 
specialist shops.
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Home from Home in Wolverhampton has been operating for thirteen years and is run by 
an experienced trading family. The shop sells specialist foods and ingredients to the local 
Caribbean community.

“[We sell] mainly Afro-Caribbean products, dried products 
fresh food, tinned products predominantly from Jamaica but 
also Africa, Uganda and Brazil. Refrigerated goods like hardo 
bread, patties, cow foot which Caribbean people eat, chicken 
foot which African and Caribbean people eat, frozen fish, 
beers, spirits cigarettes and cans of pop for general public.”

Service with a smile. 
One to one contact is the  

cornerstone of the specialist  
Corner Shop, including advice on 

fruit and veg and even recipes.
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“We buy stock from Jamaica, 
Uganda, Brazil. Some of the 
dried products we can get at 
the cash and carry, we get 
them directly imported.”

“My partner Leroy came to England when his mum was 
pregnant. He was born in the UK. They lived in a one room 
house. There was a lot of hostility and racism. They came 
through that and worked hard, they saved hard and got  
a deposit for a house. [They were] very hard working and 
slowly things got better. The Caribbean people came to 
Britain to help build back up the country, but there was  
a lot of hostility.”

“My other half’s mother used to work in a 
hospital and found that there was a lack of 
produce for the Caribbean community without 
them going into Birmingham. She has a shop 
in West Brom[wich] high street. There was a 
need in this area, a need for good quality and 
good prices for the Caribbean community.”

“We work very long hours, not like regular families where you go to work nine 
to five, come home relax, go out. When we get home there is still work to be 
done and paperwork. I don’t have much free time – cleaning that’s my free 
time. I go out sometimes, not very often though.”

“On our first day it was quite quiet. We were still fixing the shop how we wanted 
it. This Jamaican gentleman walked past and we opened the door and said come 
in and look around but its not finished off yet. It’s very vivid, we were showing 
him products he wouldn’t have seen for years especially ointments and rubs and 
remedies. People had a look around and bought what they wanted to buy.  
But when they came back we knew they liked the shop.”

“We had a good feeling 
about it as we knew what 
we were selling and knew 
our target audience.” 

����
�������
����Worcester Street in the 1970s. 

Courtesy of Wolverhampton Archives & Local Studies.


